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2025 A Guide to Meaningful Consultation 

Meaningful consultation is also a process where families, along with the child, are key 

decision-makers in their child's education, engaging in continuous conversations with 

school teams. During these conversations, schools and families collaborate to review 

options and make informed choices, striving for the best outcomes for the student. 

Communication is transparent, and when handled effectively, families feel valued, 

acknowledged, and confident that their insights significantly influence their child's 

educational path. 
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Guiding Principles for Meaningful 
Consultation 

Student Voice & Participation 

We empower students with agency and 

meaningful opportunities to advocate for 

their needs. We foster self­

determination and an asset-focused 

approach, promoting a space where 

students actively voice their 

perspectives and engage in their 

educational journey. 

Valuing the Expertise 

of the families/caregivers 

We recognize the importance of families 

being the primary experts when 

understanding and nurturing their 

children, and their insights are highly 

valued. School teams bring expertise on 

curriculum, educational programming, 

and knowledge of the student's 

interaction in the school setting to the 

decision-making process; families bring 

an in-depth understanding of the needs 

of their child. The unique insights and 

experiences that families/caregivers 

bring play a pivotal role in shaping the 

overall well-being and development of 

the child. By fostering a partnership that 

respects and integrates 

families/caregivers insights, we can 

shape a comprehensive and effective 

educational plan tailored to each child's 

unique needs and potential. 

Everyone Participates as 
a Valuable Partner 

This process entails creating an inclusive 

atmosphere where all participants feel 

empowered to express their viewpoints, 

knowing their opinions and input are 

deeply valued and respected. It also 

involves recognizing that participants 

may bring diverse backgrounds, values, 

and practical constraints such as 

transportation and time availability. 

Valuing partnerships means fostering a 

safe and welcoming environment that 

acknowledges past traumas and varying 

school experiences. Collaboratively 

coming together reflects our shared 

responsibility for the student's well­

being, acknowledging the potential 

impact of trauma on their educational 

journey. 

The Role of Mutual Respect 

When people work together to make 

decisions about a child, it's important to 

respect each other's ideas. Families and 

school representatives might have 

different needs and skills, but everyone's 

input is valuable. If we listen to each 

other and communicate openly, we can 

create a positive school environment 

where everyone feels included and 

supported. 
























